I 28        REMINISCENCES OP WINFIELD S. HANCOCK.
posed to pass a bill reducing the number of major-generals in the regular Army. The bill was introduced, but failed to become a law. This was an unglossed scheme, invented to drop General Hancock from the army rolls, which failed only through fear of its reacting in an opposite direction from the one intended. In after years General Garfield expressed himself publicly, at a dinner given by Secretary Bayard, as heartily ashamed of the part he had taken in that discreditable course* of action intended to humiliate General Hancock, and in a manly way asked him to forgive and forget.
After repeated appeals to the Government by the "carpet-bag" officials of the South, to protect them against General Hancock's administration, General Grant finally came to their assistance, and by his interference with General Hancock's authority, so impaired his usefulness as to force upon him finally the necessity of being relieved.
The direct cause of this humiliation is as follows : The nine Aldermen members of the City Council had undertaken to elect a City Recorder, an office elective by the people, and this innovation, too. was attempted in contempt of an order previously issued by the Commanding General (General Sheridan), For this and other acts of insult ordination General Hancock removed them. Tw* *             vexatious   were  the   duties devolving upon him,
